Our Kids' Closet accepts clothing 
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If your house is anything like mine, your kids' closets are probably filled with a lot of clothing items that they have outgrown over the years. 

Each year, your collection of kids' clothing gets bigger and bigger, and you are constantly looking for friends, family members or organizations that can put the clothing to good use. 

Starting this month, Germantown residents don't have to look very hard to find a worthwhile program where they can donate all their new and gently used children's clothing that they aren't using anymore. All they have to do is take a look at Our Kids' Closet. 

The grand opening of Our Kids' Closet was held at the Columbia St. Mary's Germantown Clinic on April 17. Our Kids' Closet is a community service program that collects gently used children's clothing and distributes it to area families in need. 

Members of Leadership Germantown in cooperation with the St. Boniface Parish Food Pantry and Columbia St. Mary's Clinic developed and implemented this program in Germantown.

Expanding operations

In fall 2005, Charlene Malson, director of the St. Boniface Parish Food Pantry, approached members of Leadership Germantown looking to expand the services offered by the food pantry. St. Boniface wanted to find a space from which children's clothing could be distributed to area families in need. 

According to Malson, "The food pantry currently uses all of the available space at St. Boniface, so a new site was needed for the clothing donation program." 

Malson was very pleased that four volunteers from Leadership Germantown agreed to assist with this project. These volunteers were Marsha Peniston from Medical Associates, Pat Petry from Community Memorial Hospital, Diane Seramur from the Germantown Junior Women's Club and Lynn Schmidt from the Germantown Police Department. 

"Our project group was very excited to get this program up and running," Schmidt said. "We knew that this program had the potential to make a very positive impact on the community." 

Help from many places

Schmidt and her Leadership Germantown project group were not the only ones who realized Our Kids' Closet had the potential to make a positive impact on the community. In 2006 this project received a tremendous amount of support from numerous individuals and community groups throughout the Germantown area. 

Leadership Germantown volunteers held a clothing drive involving all of the schools in Germantown to collect new and gently used clothes in order to get an initial clothing inventory for Our Kids' Closet. 

Another Leadership Germantown participant, Dr. Dirk Steinert, helped facilitate the donation of warehouse space on the south side of the Columbia St. Mary's Germantown Clinic. 

Sears Grand in Menomonee Falls donated all of the shelving units for the clothing and Neu's Building Supplies donated construction and other building supplies. 

Community volunteers Bill Schaeffer, T.R. Libby and Mike Peckman assisted with electrical projects inside the building. 

The art and food classes at Germantown High School assisted with implementation of this project along with members of Germantown Girl Scout Troop 211. 

More work to be done

I had the pleasure of attending the grand opening ceremony of Our Kids' Closet. I was very impressed by all of the hard work and community cooperation that went into this project. 

The end result is a very user-friendly and welcoming facility that will benefit this community for years to come. I would like to personally thank everyone who was involved in this project and offer them a "job well done" for all of their hard work and dedication. 

There is still a lot of hard work to be done to keep this program up and running. Community volunteers are still needed to help sort and issue clothing. Donations of new or like-new children's and maternity clothing also can be dropped off at a 24-hour collection bin located at St. Boniface Parish on Goldendale Road. 

Those interested in providing any type of assistance to Our Kids' Closet should call (414) 297-9798.

The next time you have some spare time at home, take a few minutes and do some spring cleaning in your kids' closets and donate some clothing items to Our Kids' Closet. This simple act will definitely make a positive impact on the lives of area families who are in need of assistance. 
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