Leadership Germantown Holds Power Lunch Featuring

Kohl’s Executive as Guest Speaker

Leadership Germantown sponsored its first Power Lunch session at Life Church on March 8th featuring guest speaker Telvin Jeffries, Executive Vice President of Human Resources at Kohl’s Corporate.  With about 110 people in attendance, the discussion was on “Leadership in Community” and focused on how giving back to the community is a benefit to any business and how it raises the level of leadership for the employer and the participants.

Jeffries outlined several programs Kohl’s has that have made an impact locally and nationally, and how Kohl’s involves their sales associates through these programs.  Kohl’s is recognized for their Kohl’s Cares for Kids® program at a national store level, but they also promote local volunteering through their children’s hospital partnership programs and a Kids Who Care Scholarship program that awards kids who are leaders in their community.

Kohl’s also has a program called A-Team Volunteers, sales associate teams of five or more who support local children’s charities. Kohl’s rewards and supports the team’s participation with a $500 corporate grant given directly to the charity. “We find that through community involvement and participation, employee productivity increases because there is more meaning and purpose behind the work,” said Jeffries.  

The idea for a Power Lunch resulted from Leadership Germantown board member Aaron Cole (of Life Church); who acted on a vision of creating a networking program where ideas could be shared to benefit both area businesses and the community. “Telvin Jeffries was the perfect speaker for our first Power Lunch as he brought a community perspective from a national corporation located in our own backyard,” said Cherie Maris, President of Leadership Germantown. “Whatever size business you own, giving back to the community goes a long way not only for building awareness of your business but for developing your employees as well,” said Maris.

Leadership Germantown plans to offer more Power Lunch programs in the future to spread the word about community volunteering and its benefits.  Leadership Germantown advances skills in team building, visionary thinking and project leadership while developing networking opportunities and involvement through community programs.  Applications are being accepted now for the 2007/2008 class which begins in September. Please visit our website at www.LeadershipGermantown.com or contact Karen Schmitz at 262-255-3124 or email: schmitzdk@sbcglobal.net for information on how you can participate.
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